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EXT. FORT LARI AT- CONTI NUQUS

An enpty, forested path leading to a fort. At the gate is a
smal | checkpoint. GUARD 1 stands watch. He checks his watch
and enters the checkpoint.

Inside is GUARD 2 sl eeping. Guard 1 kicks CGuard 2 awake.

GUARD 1
Hey, you two are up

GUARD 2
By Oryck, what tinme is it?

GUARD 1
12. You're out until sunrise.

Guard 2 groans. He peels hinself fromthe chair and grabs his
hel met. He smacks the head of GUARD 3, asleep at a table.
Guard 3 jerks awake, |ooks around, and puts on his hel net.

GUARD 3
Danmmi t .

The two sl eepy guards shuffle out into the night air.

The night is cool and |lonely. The darkness conpletely
bl ankets the thick forest in front of them Crickets chirp.

One could go nad here.
The guards shift unconfortably.

GUARD 3 (CONT' D)
| don't even know why we're out here,
not hi ng' s gonna happen.

GUARD 2
Well, the MRF coul d happen.

@Quard 3 chuckl es.
GUARD 3
|'d be sooner to expect a |ightning
strike.
Pause.
GUARD 3 ( CONT' D)

So... how nuch | onger you stationed
here for?



GUARD 2
Two nont hs.

GUARD 3
Ww, getting out soon. You got kids? A
w fe?

GUARD 2
Two.

GUARD 3
Two wi ves?

GUARD 2
Two ki ds.

He pulls out a |locket with a picture inside: Hm his wfe,
and two grinning babies. He smles.

GUARD 2 ( CONT' D)
Back in Revros. They were just babies
when | left.

As Guard 2 is speaking, Guard 3 peers at something in the
di stance before a bullet strikes himin the head and he
col | apses. Guard 2 doesn't notice.

GUARD 2 (CONT' D) (CONT' D)
Gods, they'll be nearly 5 now. | hope
they still renmenber ne.

Silence. Guard 2 turns and sees the body.

GUARD 2 (CONT' D) (CONT' D)
Jess? Jess!

Guard 2 panics. He shakes the body.

Not hing. Guard 2's breathing increases as he | ooks around the
woods. He sees not hi ng.

GUARD 2 (CONT' D) (CONT' D)
(whi speri ng)
Shit.

Guard 2 dashes into the forts open-air courtyard, frantically
wavi ng his arns.

GUARD 2 (CONT' D) (CONT' D)
The MRF! W' re under attack! Sound the
alarml We're under a-



He's silenced by a bullet to his back.

A nonent. Then, the entire base erupts. Alarns bl are,
sol di ers dash back and forth, calls for the Commander echo
t hrough the now raucous night.

Yet the woods remain silent and still, with only a snoking
gun barrel peeking out through the trees.

The COVMANDER- a tall, inmposing nman- stonps out to the
courtyard. Wth a hand signal the soldiers fall silently into
[ ine behind him

COVIVANDER
Ar ns!

The soldiers lower their guns towards the tree line. Silence.
Sweat pours down the soldiers' faces. Their guns trenble. The
arm of the Commander prepares to fall, when..

CRACK

A bullet hits the Commander right between the eyes. He falls.
The sol diers hesitate.

EXT. TREES- N GHT

Peopl e wait under the cover of the trees. One nan i s above
the others: MARKUS. His face is covered. Were all the others
wear a blue scarf, his is golden. He smrks.

MARKUS
Now.

EXT. FORT LARI AT- NI GHT

The MRF bursts fromthe tree line. Bullets fly. The soldiers
are caught off guard. Bl ades clash. Blood spills. Screans of
agony ring out.

It's a bl oodbat h.

The battle is over before it even started. Bodies of soldiers
and MRF litter the floor. Crows flee fromthe tree |line.

A man with red hair and a fox nask | eans down over a body. He
rai ses his hands in prayer.

DANE
May t he Acol yte guide you



DANE st ands and turns to Markus.

DANE ( CONT' D)
| hope this is worth it, Markus.

Surprisingly, Guard 2 is still alive, crawing away fromthe
terrifying guerillas.

Mar kus approaches and ki cks himover with a heavy boot. He
points a gun in his face.

GUARD 2
N-no, please! | have a famly, please
spare ne!
Pause.
MARKUS
Tell that to the dead.
BANG.

CUT TO BLACK
| NT. NEWSROOM- DAY

A news bulletin flashes on screen. It switches to a reporter
with an i mage of Fort Lariat beside her.

REPORTER
The M1 enium Revol utionary Front
attacked an Eyoni garrison |ate |ast
night. The attack was carried out by
Mar kus Graly, the | eader of the
terrorist group.

An i mage of Markus flashes on screen.
Markus is a tall man with dirty brown hair, a single white
streak in between his eyes. His cold red eyes betray his warm
smle.

ZOOM QUT TO:
EXT. M LLIGCS- DAY

Dozens of MIlenian citizens gather around a tv in a shop
W ndow.

In the back stands a young girl with her hood up.



REPORTER (V. Q)
Eyoni MIlitary Enforcenment is
currently recovering fromthe attack
and searching for the whereabouts of
the terrorist organization. A hotline
has been opened, and citizens are
encouraged to report any illicit
activity.

The young girl, CASS, raises her head and grins.
Determ nation burns in her eyes.
CUT TO

TI TLE CARD: M LLENI UM

CUT TO BLACK
EXT. M LLENI UM GARDENS- DAY
The Gardens. The only serenity in the chaotic city of
MIlios, capital of MIlenium A sprawling green | andscape
filled wth trees and fl owers.
Cass sits on a |lone bench atop a hill, overlooking the
gardens. A pensive | ook crosses her face. She sighs and wal ks
awnay.
She wal ks down the hill to a small graveyard. She scans the
graves for a nanme but doesn't find one. She stops at one
grave and puts down a flower. She gives a pained smle.

BRRRI NG

Cass pulls out her phone to see a call from'KIRK . She sighs
and answers it.

CASS
Sup.

KIRK (V.Q)
Ready for another job?

Cass smrks.
CUT TO
EXT. ROOFTOPS- DAY

Cass is crouching behind a small bani ster, |ooking out over a



big building patrolled by Eyoni Mlitary Enforcenent (EME)

KIRK (V.0QO)
It's an EME weapons depot off Kanal
Street. Get in, get as nmany as you
can, leave it at the dead drop

Cass grabs a big enpty sac. She grins and hops the banister.

CASS (V.0QO)
This better not be |like |last tine.

Cass hops along rooftops until she ends on the depot roof.

KIRK (V.QO)
"Last time'? You nmean '|I was wanted by
the whole city and al nost bl ew our
operation' last tinme?

As Cass overl ooks the roof, she speaks directly into the
phone.

CASS
Ck, that's gotta be an overstatenent.
KIRK (V.Q)
Nope. W all al nost died.
CASS
Sheesh, why do you still keep nme on
your payroll?
KIRK (V.QO)
('si ghi ng)
Because you still get the job done.

Cass chuckl es to herself.

Kl RK ( CONT' D)
Just meke sure you don't get caught
this tinme. Please.

CASS
No prom ses

Cass hangs up. She overl ooks the roof onto the bal cony bel ow,
where two EMEs stand guard.

A beat .

The two guards get called in. A perfect opening. Cass slides



down the roof and tiptoes into the building.
| NT. DEPOT HALLWAY- DAY

The building is barren and quiet, aside fromnuffled banter
on the floors bel ow Banners showi ng Eyon's insignia- a green
tower- line the walls. Cass, her head on a sw vel, makes her
way down the hall.

T™P, TWMP, TMP.

Foot st eps. Cass ducks behind a corner as the EMEs conme back
to the bal cony.

She sighs. They didn't notice. She sneaks down the hall and
turns a corner, running past a few extra guards playing cards
in aroom

Finally, she ends in..
| NT. ARMORY- DAY

The arnory is stark white, lined with arnor, guns, swords,
and ot her weapons. Cass nmarvels at its beauty.

She perks up. People are com ng! She whips out her bag and
stuffs weapons and arnor into it.

The footsteps grow cl oser. Cass keeps shoveling itens in.
It's too late! An EME stops just outside of the arnory.

EVE
Hey, who's there?

Cass wi nces and groans. She sets the bag against the wall and
meekly steps out.

EVE ( CONT' D)
Who the hell are you?

Cass clears her throat and puffs out her chest.

CASS
Ahem | am.. the janitor! Yes, the
janitor. Y know, the custodial staff
here is very concerned about the
snells com ng fromthe bat hroom

The EME i s uninpressed. Cass sweats.



THUMP.

The bag falls over and guns spill out.

The two gl ance at the bag, then bag at each other. The EME
reaches for his pistol. Cass smles nervously and dashes to
t he bag.

EME
Hey!

Cass scoops up the bag and runs down the hall.
| NT. DEPOT HALLWAY- CONTI NUOUS
BANG The EME fires but Cass dodges around the corner.

She breathes a sigh of relief and keeps runni ng down the
tw sting corridors.

Sirens blare. Lights flash
Cass groans.

More EMEs funnel out into the halls to chase her. Cass | ooks
back briefly and picks up her pace.

EMEs junp out the roomto get her! Cass dodges and weaves, up
and over all of them

She skids around a corner and sees a wi ndow. She dashes
towards it.

One EME pulls out a net gun and fires. The net gets cl oser,
cl oser. ..

CRRRRSH!
Cass flies out onto the rooftops bel ow.
EXT. ROOFTOPS- DAY

Cass crash-lands on a nearby rooftop, keeping her nomentum as
she springs to her feet and continues running.

From the depot a group of EMEs gather at the broken w ndow.

EMVE
Get a teamout there! C non!

The EMES scatter.



CUT TO
EXT. ROOFTOPS- DAY
On anot her rooftop, Cass no |onger has the bag. She pants.

CASS
Phew! That al nbst turned out |ike | ast
tine.

She | ooks at a pile of trash in the corner and sighs in
relief.

BANG A gunshot whizzes past her. She turns to see EMES
chargi ng at her.

CASS ( CONT' D)
Oh, for fuck's sake!

Cass runs. A bullet grazes her arm and she stunbles, but
keeps novi ng.

She hops across anot her rooftop. She nmanages to build sone
di stance between her and the EMEs. She gl ances back and
| aughs.

Suddenly... SMACK. She hits sonething hard. She shakes her
head and realizes she ran headfirst into a bulky EME with a
bi g sword.

Cass flashes a nervous snile.

CASS ( CONT' D)
Yep. Last tine.

The EME swi ngs! Cass ducks through his legs as his bl ade
breaks the concrete.

CRACK

Cass pops up and continues running, flashing a mddle finger
back at the EME

She continues hopping fromrooftop to rooftop, EMEsS hot on

her tail. She | ooks out and sees the Capitol building. She
spies a small bal cony on the east corner.

CASS (CONT' D)
That' Il get them off ne!

She speeds towards the building. The junp is far. She takes a
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deep breath and | eaps.
Cass flies through the air. She grins. She's gonna nake it!
But then she begins to fall.

CASS ( CONT' D)
No, no, dammit! AAAAAH!

She flails as she plumets, mssing the bal cony conpletely.
She smacks into the side of the wall with a heavy THUD t hat
knocks the wi nd out of her.

She slides off a canopy and into a pile of trash in an alley.
EXT. ALLEY- DAY

Cass | ays beaten, |ooking nearly |ifeless.

The EMEs on the roof take one glance at her, assume she's
dead, and | eave.

Cass stirs, clearing the trash bags from her face.

Uuuuuugh. . .. ..

She lurches to her feet, brushing off dirt and trash. She
| ooks around. In front of her is Fallow Street, the main
t horoughfare of MIlios. It's bustling.

Cass lets out a pained sigh of relief and puts up her hood.

CASS ( CONT' D)
At |east |'mnot dead... yet.

EXT. FALLOW STREET- DAY

Cass wal ks out onto the busy street. She stops for a nonent
to give the Capitol the stink eye.

She wal ks. Her eyes dart around. The people are sick and
ragged. Anti-Eyoni graffiti |ine buildings. EMES chase a few
kids down the road. Other EMEs harass civilians. Beggars

pl ead for help fromthe passersby.

Eyon has destroyed this city.

Cass stops and gives sone | oose change to a beggar. The
beggar thanks her. Cass gives hima warmsm | e.
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CUT TO
EXT. ROOFTOPS- DAY

Back on the rooftop, Cass digs through the trash in the
cor ner.

A bl ue, seven-sided star is painted subtly on the side of the
| edge.

She grabs her stash of weapons, relieved that it's still
there. She pats down the bag and conti nues on her way.

EXT. OUTSI DE SUNDOWN- EVENI NG

Farther along Fallow Street is the historic Sundown Bar and
Inn. A large wooden building with a cozy vi be.

On the side of the building is a poster for the MRF. It shows
Mar kus st andi ng heroically anongst raised fists.

"EYON DOESN T CONTROL YOU. JO N THE MRF!'

Cass sm | es.

She wal ks to the door, takes a deep breath, and enters.
| NT. SUNDOMWN- EVENI NG

The bar is spacious and cozy. The atnosphere is jubilant,
M |l enians | aughing and drinking to escape the cold reality
of the nation.

Adults only. A kid like Cass draws in a few confused and
concer ned | ooks.

Cass shuffles up to the bar counter. KIRK, a kind and |arge

man | aughs to patrons as he dol es out al cohol. Cass takes an
enpty barstool and plops the bag on the counter. A few guns

and hel mets peak out.

Kirk takes the bag and buries it behind the counter in one
swift notion.

He | eans in.

Kl RK
(whi speri ng)
Fool's Folly! | told you to leave it
at the dead drop!
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CASS
Yeah, but | wanted to see you!
Besi des, there's no EMES here.

Kl RK
You never know who's gonna bl ab.

CASS
Oh yeah? Li ke who?

Cass | ooks around the smling patrons.

CASS ( CONT' D)
Maybe Charlie? Ooh, but Hutch is
gi ving nme nean eyes-

Kl RK
Cass-

CASS
Maybe Donovan? Or maybe-

Kl RK
CASS.

Cass stops and turns back around.

KI RK ( CONT' D)
(si ghing)
Look, I'm already getting noticed for
letting a kid in here.

CASS
(of f ended)
' m 16!

Kl RK
Yeah, exactly. | can't have you keep
bounci ng around |i ke you do, you need
to be nore careful. You keep this up,
' m gonna get caught, MRF | oses a
fence, and you don't get paid. OK?

CASS
| -

Cass tries to object but falls short. Kirk gives her a stern
| ook. Her gaze falls to the floor.

CASS ( CONT' D)
Ok, boss.
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Kirk slides over an envelope full of cash. Cass grabs it.
Kirk gives her a reassuring smle.

Kl RK
" mjust |ooking out for you, kid.

He turns to put sone bottles on the shel ves.

Kl RK ( CONT' D)
| hope Caden knew what he was doi ng,
dunpi ng you with ne...
Tears formin Cass' eyes. She tries to blink them away.

CASS
Yeah, ne too.

Kirk sifts through bottles. He glances back to the sad kid
and puts a paper in front of her. It's another MRF propaganda
post er .

This one has a hand wth the seven-sided star of MII|eniumon
its wist reaching down to grab another hand drowning in the
ocean.
The text reads ' YOU ARE LOST. FIND YOUR VAY HOME.'
Kl RK

Hey. MRF recruiters are comng by in a

few days. You gonna try agai n?
Cass wi pes away her tears and sm | es.

CASS
Yeah.

Kirk grins and ruffles Cass' nessy blond hair.
Kl RK
That's what | |like to hear. | gotta go
deliver these drinks.

Kirk picks up a few gl asses full of beer and wal ks away.

KI RK ( CONT' D)
And don't stay too |ong!

Cass chuckl es and rolls her eyes.

Kirk brings the glasses over to a man with red hair,
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freckles, and w de eyes. A fox mask rests on the table: Dane.
Kirk sets down a gl ass.

Kl RK
Shoul dn't you be back at the fort,
Dane?

Dane sips his beer.
DANE

Nah, we're scouting. Got an inportant
m ssi on tonight.

Kl RK
Need an extra hand?
DANE
(1 aughi ng)
Yeah, we'll call you if we need a

dri nk.
Dane's gaze falls on Cass, who is standing up fromthe bar.

DANE ( CONT' D)
The girl. Wio's she?

Kirk | ooks at Cass and shakes hi s head.

Kl RK
A runner. A very good runner.

DANE
Hnm

A smle tugs at Dane's |lips as he watches Cass | eave.

EXT. MLLIGCS- N CGHT

Cass wal ks along a lonely street. Two bedraggl ed kids, a boy
and a girl, run past her and hide in a bush. Cass stops to

| ook. The boy, a little older than the girl but still younger
t han Cass, shushes her.

BOY
EMEs! Don't tell them

Cass nods.

A second later an ANGRY EME runs up to Cass. H's helnet is up
and showi ng his angry face.
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ANGRY EME
Hey. Did you see two kids around here?

The girl begins to |ift her head up, but Cass signals to stay
down.

CASS
No. Why?

ANCRY EME
They're crimnals, that's why.

CASS
Yeah? What did they do?

ANGRY EME
It doesn't matter!

CASS
If it doesn't matter, why don't you
let themgo? It's not nice to be
chasi ng i nnocent ki ds around.

The EMEs face is red and fum ng. Cass isn't backing down. She
ball s her fists.

ANCRY EME
Look, kid. Keep your nose out of ny
fuckin' business or I'll arrest you.

Cass takes that literally. She shoves her nose right into the
EMEs face

The EME's face turns beet red. He sucker-punches her in the
stomach. Cass falls to her knees and wetches. The EME wal ks
of f.

ANGRY EME ( CONT' D)
Stupid MIlenians... It's not even
worth it.

The kids junp out of the bush.

BOY
Are you ok?
CASS
(i n-between coughs)
Yeah, I'mfine... You two better

| eave.



16.

BOY
O ok. Are you sure you don't-

CASS
' m good. Just go.

The two younger kids | ook at each other, then back at Cass,
and then run away.

BOY
Thanks, m ss!

Cass chuckl es.

CASS
"M ss', huh? That's new.

She gets up and continues al ong the path.
| NT. CASS' HOME- NI GHT

Cass enters the back door into a run-down hone. The house is
spaci ous yet dimy-lit.

This was once the hone of a famly. Not anynore.

Cass wanders through the hall into the kitchen. She grabs an
ol d takeout box fromthe dirty refrigerator and anbl es
upstairs.

She passes an enpty netal bookcase on her way up.

| NT. CASS' BEDROCOM NI GHT

Cass enters her shoebox-sized bedroom covered in random
clothes and junk. The walls are lined with nusic and MRF
propaganda posters. She takes sone pills on her nightstand,
sits down on her bed and starts eating.

She fiddles with the edge of one poster next to her bedroom
w ndow, A picture of millions of fists in the air

The text reads ' TOGETHER VW STAND. '
A glint enters Cass' eye. She grins.

CASS
Next tinme for sure.

In the reflection of the window, Cass sees a photo on her
ni ght stand. She turns around to look at it solemly.
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The photo is | oose and worse for wear. It's of a man with
curly blond hair and a huge grin holding an ice cream cone.
There is a young boy next to himgrabbing his arm holding up
a peace sign, also holding an ice cream cone.

A much younger Cass.

Cass picks up the photo and smles. She caresses her thunb
over the kids face.

CASS ( CONT' D)
Don't worry, dad. |'m com ng..

| NT. CASS' HOVE- NI GHT

Cass wal ks down the stairs, still gazing at the photo. Yet
she trips alittle and the picture floats down, right in
front of the bookcase.

Cass groans. She reaches down to grab the photo.

Suddenly, a wi nd com ng from behind the bookcase flaps the
phot o. Cass stops and narrows her eyes.

There is a small gap behind the bookcase which is bl ow ng
cool air. Cass leans in and puts her hand out to feel it,
recoiling when it hits her.

She snatches the photo and peers at the bookcase. There are
gaps all around it.

I't's hiding sonething.

Cass puts the photo in her back pocket. She grabs the edges
and pushes. After a nonent..

CREEEAK.

The bookcase noves out of the way. Behind the bookcase is a
dark tunnel |eading down. Cool air is blow ng from sonewhere
deep.

Cass ponders whether to explore. She shakes her head and
wal ks away.

CASS
Nope.

A beat .

Cass cones back to the tunnel with a flashlight.
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CASS ( CONT' D)
Ah, fuck it.
She takes a deep breath and wal ks in.
EXT. MLLIOS- N GHT

Dane | ooks through night vision binoculars at Cass' hone. He
is looking out froma small grassy patch hidden by bushes.

Pause. He peers back to a stoic teenage girl with brown hair
in a ponytail, |ooking at a beepi ng machi ne.

This is RO

DANE
You sure that's an entrance?

Rl O
Unl ess this thing is broken again,
yeah. Should be a straight shot to the

chanber .

DANE
Let's hope Eyon didn't get to it
first.

Rl O

Doubtful. Do they even know t hese
tunnel s exist?

DANE
Mhm

Dane scans the streets. Enpty.

Wth a heave he gets up and stretches. He puts on his fox
mask.

DANE ( CONT' D)
Wl p. You ready?

Rio puts on a blue hawk nmask.

Rl O
| guess.

She stands up and foll ows Dane.
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I NT. TUNNELS- NI GHT

Cass wanders through the pitch-black tunnels. Her hands
shudder. Her eyes dart around.

CASS
H- hel | 0?

Anci ent nmetal colums hold up the increasingly cranped
passageways. Strange, ancient words are witten on them

The path branches. Cass | ooks at both paths and conti nues
down the left.

She continues wal ki ng. Eventually she conmes across a path
with a bright cyan Iight emanating fromit. Cass turns off
her flashlight and wal ks into the |ight.

I NT. | RON HEART CHAMBER- NI GHT

Cass is blinded by the intense light. As her eyes adjust she
realizes she's in a nmassive circular room

In the center of the roomis a giant machi ne shaped |ike a
human heart. Metal pipes crisscross over top of it and into
the ceiling. A strange circular synbol is on the center of

t he machi ne.

Surrounding the machine is a shallow running streamthat's
glowi ng cyan. Small metal plinths stick out of the stream

THUMP THUMP. THUMP THUMP.

A slow netal lic groaning sounding |ike a heartbeat comes from
t he inscrutabl e machi ne.

Cass gul ps. She | ooks behind her before tepidly stepping out
into the room She wal ks around in confusion.

She peers at one of the plinths. In the top is an opening
filed with water and hol ding a strange conputer chip-Iike
device. Around the opening is another foreign sentence:

" DAl VONA M SKCS | L NUREN .

I NT. TUNNELS- NI GHT

Dane and Rio wal k down the tunnels. Rio still has her face
buried in the machine. She |lets out an exasperated sigh.
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Rl O
Gods, how |l ong are we gonna wal k for?
DANE
Until we get there.
Rl O
No thanks. |'m going back to Fort New
Dawn.
DANE
Careful. I'"mgonna tell Markus you
went AWOL.

Rio takes a step back. If you could see her face you'd see
t he sweat. Dane | aughs and puts his hands behind his head.

DANE ( CONT' D)
Nah. He doesn't have to know j ack.

Rl O
(grunbl i ng)
Don't even joke about that.

DANE
But you do need an attitude
adj ust nent .

Rl O
Sur e, dad.

DANE
Maybe | shoul d' ve left you back at the
fort if I knew you'd be so sassy.

RI O
Go ahead. You don't need ny help to
di e down here.

DANE
Thanks.

Ri o chuckl es.
| NT. | RON HEART CHAMBER- NI GHT

Cass gazes into the plinth. She reaches for the device at the
bottom ..

SHI NK
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A mechani cal vice pops up and grabs her armtight. Cass tries
to pull away but she can't. The nmachine has her armdirectly
over the plinth.

Cass begins to panic. She pulls harder, but it's no use. The
machi ne begins to beat faster.

VRRRRR
The device rises out of the water. The plinth begins to gl ow
The machine is al nost hyperventil ating now
THUMPTHUMPTHUMPTHUVP.
As soon as the device touches Cass' wist...
VOOOoOoOM !
A bright light. Cass | oses consci ousness.

CUT TO BLACK
Pause.

FADE | N:

| NT. | RON HEART CHAMBER- NI GHT
Cass slowy blinks her eyes open. She groans. Her hand cones
to her tenple, but she pauses when she notices a gl ow ng
l'i ght.
She pulls her hand back. Inserted into the skin of her wi st
is a small conputer chip with the sane synbol as the machi ne.
It pulsates with a cyan light.
Cass | ooks at it in horror.
| NT. TUNNELS- NI GHT
BEEP, BEEP, BEEP

Ri o stops. Her machine is scream ng.

Rl O
Hol d up.

Pause. Rio | ooks at the screen. Then the tunnel. Then back at
t he screen.
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She sprints down the tunnel.

DANE
Wh-- By the Tower, wait up

Dane runs after her.
| NT. | RON HEART CHAMBER- NI GHT

Rioruns into the roomto find Cass struggling to pry off the
chip in her arm tugging on it, biting it, whatever works.

It doesn't.
Rl O
HEY!
Cass turns.
CASS

VWha?

Rio runs at Cass, grabbing her and pinning her to the wall
wi th a THUD.

CASS ( CONT' D)
oM What the hell!?

RI O
Who are you?

CASS
Who are you?

Rl O
VWhere are the other EMEsS?

CASS
EMEs? What are you tal king about?

Rl O
Aren't you with Eyon?

CASS
Are you fucking kidding ne? No!

Rl O
Then how d you know about the Iron
Heart ?
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CASS
| ron-?

Cass | ooks behind Rio at the machi ne.

CASS ( CONT' D)
Heart. Huh, | guess it does | ook |ike
a H

Rio slans her into the wall again.

CASS (CONT' D) (CONT' D)
Aaaghh! Fuck!

Rl O
Who are you and how do you know about
this place?

CASS
"' m nobody! | didn't even know this
pl ace existed! Look, | was just
chilling in ny house when | found this
wei rd tunnel behind ny bookcase, so |
went in. Yeah | know, probably a
horri bl e i dea.

Riois livid.

CASS ( CONT' D)
And | was wal king for what felt |ike
forever when | found this giant room
wi th THAT thing. Then | got ny hand
stuck in this clawthing and | passed
out, and when | woke up--

Rio | ooks at Cass' wist. Her eyes w den.

RI O
The Master Chip.

CASS
What ?

Rio lets go of Cass and she falls to the ground.

CASS ( CONT' D)
o

Rio pulls out a phone and starts texting. Cass pops her head
right into Rio's face.
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CASS ( CONT' D)

Wait, wait, wait.
messagi ng?

Who are you

Ri o scoots away in disgust but Cass foll ows.

RI O
None of your busi

Cass gasps.
CASS

ness. Back off.

Wait! Are you MRF?

Rio glares at her but doesn't respond. Cass beans.

CASS ( CONT' D)
Ch ny gods, you are! What's it |ike?

RI O
Get away from ne!
nowt

Dane barges in, panting.
DANE
Gods, Rio. How. ..
fast?

Dane pauses and makes eye

CASS

You' re our prisoner

are you... sO...

contact with the two girls.

Rio's a cute nane.

Ri o ignores her.

We're | ooking for a Master Chip,

RI O
right?

DANE
Yeah.

RI O
Vell. ..

She [ifts up Cass' wrist.
t ossed around.

Cass is so small she al nost gets

Rl O ( CONT' D)

We found one.
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Pause. Dane struggles to take it all in.

DANE
Ok, great. Who's she?

Cass grins and waves.

CASS
H, ny nane's Cass-

Ri o drops her again.

Rl O
Not EME, thankfully.

CASS
Can you stop doing that?

Ri o wal ks over to Dane. The two cross their arns and | ook at
Cass.

Rl O
So what do we do with her?

Cass rubs her head and gives thema neek smle.
EXT. MLLICS- N GHT

EMEs gat her outside Cass' honme. EME CAPTAI N CELESTI A stares
daggers at the building. She is |auded in awards and draped
in a gaudy purple cape.

An EME wal ks up to her.

EVE
On your orders, Captain.

Cel esti a nods.

CAPTAI N CELESTI A
Let's go.

| NT. | RON HEART CHAMBER- NI GHT

Cass sits against the wall, watching the two revol utionaries
pace around. Her hands are cuffed.

DANE
Ok, the Iron Heart has to have sone
way to get these things off, right?
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RI O
Even if it did, it would take way too
| ong.

DANE
Shit.

Dane continues to pace.
Pause. Ri o snaps her fingers.

Rl O
| got it!

Ri o points her gun at Cass.

Rl O ( CONT' D)
Let's just kill her!

Cass puts her arns up. Dane steps in front of Rio.

CASS DANE
Whoa, whoa, whoa! Are you kidding nme? No way!

Rl O

What ? She doesn't seemto be anyone

not abl e.
CASS

Rude.
Rl O

We just kill her and cut the Chip off
the body. We can franme it on Eyon.
Easy peasy!

CASS
What the hell is wong with you!?

DANE
We're not killing her, R o

Ri o groans and puts her gun away.
Rl O

Could we at |east cut off her arm
t hen?
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CASS DANE
(recoiling) No!
No!

Rl O
You guys are no fun.

Dane shakes his head and si ghs.

DANE
k. Kirk used to be a nechanic, right?
We can take the girl to himand he can
renove the Chip.

Cass' ears perk up

Rl O
Hmm | don't know. Coul d be risky.

THUMP. THUMP. THUMP.

The three turn. Footsteps are conming towards them Lots of
f oot st eps.

DANE
Well, we don't really have tinme to
t hi nk of something better.

CASS
VWhat's that?

Dane puts on his mask and unsheathes two butterfly knives.

DANE
Eyon.

Dane hoists Cass to her feet and the three | ook for an exit.
The EMEs burst into the chanber and begin firing.

Rl O
Ther el

Rio points to an archway and the three nake a break for it.
I NT. TUNNELS- CONTI NUCUS
The three rush into the tunnels. They weave through the tight

passageways, narrowy avoiding gunfire fromthe EMES hot on
their trail.
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CASS
s every mssion |ike this?
Rl O
We got lucky, usually there's MORE

gunfire!

They round a corner where an EME | oads a rocket |auncher. The
three stop in their tracks.

FWOOSH!
The rocket flies at the three. Cass extends her arm

CASS
NOOO !

Time seens to sl ow
The Master Chip gl ows.

The rocket shakes, then turns around and hurdl es back at the
EME.

ROCKET EME
Ch shi --

KABOOM

The rocket expl odes, sending rocks and dust everywhere. The
tunnel s shudder.

Ri o | ooks at Cass, dunbfounded.

Rl O
How did you do that?
Cass | ooks at the still-glow ng chip.
CASS
- | don't know.
DANE
We can figure that out later. Let's

go!
The three backtrack and turn down anot her hall.

They are stopped again as a crowd of EMEsS march down the
hal | way towards them
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DANE ( CONT' D)
Dammt. Let's double back to the
Heart!

CASS
Too late for that.

Cass points at the EMEs approaching from behind. Soon enough,
t hey' re surrounded.

The Captain Celestia parts the crowd.

CAPTAI N CELESTI A
Dane Furlong. | gotta admt, this was
easier than | thought.

DANE
Do | know you?

The Captain Celestia stonps her feet.

CAPTAI N CELESTI A
O course you do! I'm Captain
Cel estia, we fought at Fort Hope!

DANE
Um ..

Captain Celestia lifts up her helnmet, revealing a scar over
her left eye.

CAPTAI N CELESTI A
You cut out ny eye!?

Dane snaps his fingers.

DANE
Oh yeah! Now | renenber!

Captain Celestia perks her chin up in pride.

CAPTAI N CELESTI A
That's right!

Cel estia strikes a pose. Her cape flows behind her.

CAPTAI N CELESTI A ( CONT' D)
The Scourge of Eternia! The ol den
Queen!! The-



RI O
(asi de)
This chick's kinda crazy.

DANE
Yeah, | know.

Cel estia funes.
CAPTAI N CELESTI A
Gah! What ever, just hand over the
girl!
She brandi shes a gaudy Katar. The EMEs | ower their guns.

Dane lifts his knives.

DANE
Duck.

CASS
Huh?

Rio forces Cass to duck. Dane throws his knives.
They arc around the EMEs and cut their heads clean off.
Yet they don't touch Celestia, who |leaps to the floor.

SHI NK!'  SHI NK
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Dane thrusts his hands out. Two bracers on his wists gl ow

pur pl e.
VRRRRR.
H s knives conme flying back into his hands.

Cass | ooks at the bodies in shock. Rio hoists her to her
f eet .

Rl O
You ok?
CASS
(dazed)
Unhh. .. yeah.

Rio pulls her along.

Captain Celestia stands up and hoi sts her katar.
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CAPTAI N CELESTI A
Wwai t!

Captain Celestia charges at Dane, who deftly dodges and
knocks her down with a punch to the ribs.

Cass watches her withe.

CASS
VWhat we do about her?

Rl O
Eh, just | eave her.

The three run through the tunnels.
Cel estia struggles to her feet.
CAPTAI N CELESTI A
Hey! You haven't heard the |ast of
Cap-!
She faints.

CUT TO
I NT. SUNDOWN- NI GHT

The bar is enpty. Kirk anbl es about, cleaning up tables and
W pi ng down cups.

BRRRI NG

Kl RK
We're clo-

The door opens and in wal k Cass, R o, and Dane. They're
haggard and out of breath.

KI RK ( CONT' D)
By the Tower, the hell happened?

DANE
W ran into sone EMEs.

Rl O
Anmong ot her things.

Rio yanks Cass' armin front of Kirk. Kirk exam nes the
strange glowing chip in her arm



Kirk

Kirk

Tear

| NT.

Cass

Kirk

Ki rk

Ki rk

ski n.

Kl RK
What is that?

DANE
The Master Chip. We cane to grab it,
but -

Rl O

She got it instead.

shoots a nean glare at Cass, who shrinks.

si ghs.
Kl RK
So what do you want ne to do?
Rl O DANE
it fromher arm Take it off her..
Kl RK
['ll see what | can do.
SUNDOMN- NI GHT

has her armout on a table full of tools.
pi cks up a pair of pliers.

KI RK
What'd you do this time?

CASS
| guess | found an anci ent machi ne
that put a magic conputer chip in ny
ar nf?

chuckl es and shakes hi s head.
Kl RK

You're always getting into the
craziest trouble.
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gently.

CUT TO

tries to pry the Master Chip off, but it's stuck to the

CASS
Ye- OW
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Kl RK
Sorry. This is trickier than
t hought .

Kirk continues pulling, and Cass continues yelling in pain.

KI RK ( CONT' D)

So, you got your w sh, huh?
CASS

Hnf?
KI RK

You found the MRF. What now?
Cass | owers her head.

CASS
Honestly... | don't know. |'ve been so
caught up in everything, | haven't had
a chance to think.

Kirk | eans in.

KI RK
Hey. If you go with them please
listen to themthis time. They're
better people than ne.

CASS
C nmon. You don't hold a candle to any
of these guys.

Kirk smles. Cass smrks.

CASS ( CONT' D)
ON !

Kl RK
Sorry.

| NT. SUNDOMWN BACKROOMF NI GHT

Dane and Rio sit on opposite sides of a door, wi ncing as Cass
continues to exclaimin pain.

Rl O
This doesn't really seemto be
wor ki ng.



Pause.
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DANE
Apparently not.

Rl O
So what do we do?

DANE
We bring her in.

Rl O
Are you kidding nme?

DANE
Look, Rio. That thing could be our
ticket to freedom W' re not just
gonna | et her wal k.

Rl O
VWhat will we tell Markus?
DANE
Exactly what we told Kirk. I'Il take

responsibility, and we can lunp her in
with the other recruits.

Ri o crosses her arnmns.

Rl O
You' re gonna get her killed.

Dane puts a reassuring hand on R o's shoul der.

DANE
It's war. Isn't that always the risk?

Rio |l ooks to the floor solemly.

I NT. SUNDOWN- NI GHT

Kirk and Cass are still at the table. Dozens of tools and
oils are littered across it. The Chip is still on Cass' arm
alittle bloodied.

Kirk is scratching his head. Cass is livid and tw tching her
armin pain.

KI RK
| have no idea what's going on



CASS
(under her breath)
|"ve got an idea. You're torturing ne.

Ri o and Dane wal k in.

DANE
Still stuck, huh?

Kl RK

(si ghing)
Unl ess you want nme to tear her skin
off, this thing's staying with her.

DANE
Fi gured as nuch.

Dane wal ks over to Cass.

DANE ( CONT' D)
Cass. You've got two options.

Rl O
Thr ee.

Rio pulls out her gun. Dane | owers her arm

DANE
Two opti ons.

RI O
We stick you on a boat to the
mai nl and-

DANE
O you cone with us to the MI I enium
Revol utionary Front. But if you come
with us, you can't go back. You got
t hat ?

Rl O
|'d think about this.

Cass | ooks down at the Master Chip.
FLASHBACK
EXT. M LLEN UM GARDENS- EVEN NG

A young Cass (12) catches a ball thrown by her father,
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CADEN
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CADEN
Ni ce goi ng, Cass!

Cass | ooks at the ball then back at her dad with pride. Caden
ruffles her hair.

CADEN ( CONT' D)
That's ny boy!

Cass | ooks down awkwardly.

CASS
Heh.
Caden runs back.
CADEN
O, go | ong!

Cass prepares to throw.
BWOOOM

They stop and | ook out onto Fallow Street. An Eyoni mlitary
parade i s comrenci ng. Caden gri naces.

CASS
Dad?

CADEN
What's up, ki ddo?

CASS
Wiy do they do that?

CADEN
Ugh. It's just to show their mght. A
big show for a bunch of cowards.

Cass | ooks at her dad's balled fists.

CASS
They do it every year. It's really
| oud.
CADEN
That's the point. But here's the
t hi ng, Cass.

Caden kneel s and | ooks at his daughter.
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CADEN ( CONT' D)
Al this noise, this pain... It's
gonna end. We're gonna stop it. These
nonsters won't know what hit them

He takes out a ripped slip of paper with the MIlenian star
on it and hands it to Cass.

CADEN ( CONT' D) (CONT' D)
It's gonna be up to heroes like us to
save the world, right?

Caden wi nks. Cass beans. She | ooks back at the paper with
wi de eyes.

| NT. SUNDOWN- NI GHT
Cass |l ooks at the Chip in her wist. She balls her fist.

She stands up and | ooks at Dane with fierce eyes.

CASS
|"'mnot |eaving ny hone. | want to
fight. 1'mgonna be a hero.

Dane grins. He pats Cass on her shoul der.

DANE
That's the spirit. Well Cass, wel cone
to the revol ution.

Cass beans. Ri o | ooks away.
| NT. SUNDOWN BEDROOM A- NI GHT

The roomis small but cozy. A single warmlanp by the bed is
the only source of |ight.

Cass smiles and flops onto the bed with a hearty sigh. She
pulls out her fam |y photo.

CASS
| didit, Dad. I'm gonna be a soldier.
And now | can find you

Cass sits up, puts the photo on the nightstand, and gazes out
the wi ndow at the Capitol

The red-and-blue flag of MIleniumblows softly in the w nd.
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INT. KING S TONER THRONE ROOMt NI GHT

A spaci ous throne room

Dmy lit lanps flicker along the approach to a small desk
and throne. A chessboard peeks out from| oose papers
scattered on the desk. A | arge w ndow overl ooks the city of
Aegi s, capital of Eyon.

King ORI ON | ooks out through the window. A tall, inposing man
draped in a green cape and adorned in gold. A crown sits atop
his head. He stares at the city bel ow

A King surveying his domain.

The doubl e doors swing open. In walks SITCH a grizzled nman
wth a peppered beard and a perpetual scow .

He approaches the throne and bows.

SI TCH
My King. You called for ne?

Pause. Orion sighs.

ORI ON
It appears your plan didn't quite go
t hr ough.
Sitch grow s.
SI TCH
Dam Cel estia. | can't believe |

trusted such an idiot.

ORI ON
VWhich is why | called you back

Oion turns to face Sitch. His face is hardened, filled with
conviction. He walks to Sitch, slowy.

ORI ON ( CONT' D)
It's clear now that this requires a
nore intensive approach.
Orion stops.

ORI ON (CONT' D) (CONT' D)
Are the Kingshel mready?

Sitch grins maliciously.
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SI TCH
Al ways.

| NT. BUNKHOUSE- NI GHT

Lights are out in a window ess roomfull of beds. A radio
with a beeping Iight |ays on one of the beds. A hand reaches
out and grabs it.

END OF PI LOT



